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was doing me a favor, which I shall never fully ac-
knowledge except in heaven, and which a thousand
lives could not fully repay. How utterly unworthy
I was; yet how he delighted in loading me down
under the weight of his benefactions, the more unfit
I was for them! The consolations he has given me
have been more divine than material, and such that
I might have still given up a thousand times more
than I did for a God so great in love and goodness
toward me. I pray Your Reverence to thank him
for me, and to beg him not to be displeased by my
coldness and ingratitude.’’

Father Garnier wrote in these terms. ‘‘God be
forever blessed. We have been, since yesterday,
here among the Nipissiriniens,—so happy and in so
good health that I am quite ashamed of it. For, if
I had had enough heart and courage, I do not doubt
that our Lord would have given me one end of his
cross to bear, as he did to our Fathers who journeyed
before us. If he had done me this favor, I would be
a little more cast down than I am; may he be blessed
by all the Angels. He has treated the child as a
child; I did not paddle, I only carried [241 i.e., 237]
my own baggage, except that during three days I
have carried, at the portages, a little package that
some one offered me, because one of our Savages fell
ill. Is not that being treated like a child? The
trouble is that he who complains of not suffering
much receives with a great deal of cowardice the
sufferings that our Lord presents to him; but what
is there for me to do in this, except to cast my poor,
weak, wretched heart into the arms of my good mas-
ter, and to pray you to bless this Lord with all your
strength, because Humilia de calo respicit and because



